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The Date
By: Adam Blumberg



FADE IN



INT - NIGHT - INSIDE OF A CAR

NOLAN ROTH is driving his 1998 Black GMC Yukon.  Nolan is 26 
years old, six feet tall, about 190 pounds, and in good 
shape.  He has short hair which is brown with blonde 
highlights.  He is wearing a short-sleeved, royal-blue, 
collared shirt.  Nolan is rapping along with the rap music 
playing very loudly on his car stereo.

Nolan turns the truck into an apartment community, and opens 
the window to speak to the guard.



The GUARD is a black woman, whose uniform is a little too 
tight.

NOLAN



I’m here to see Carli Simmons.

GUARD 

Which apartment?



NOLAN



Six-three-two.



The guard looks over a sheet of paper on a clipboard.



GUARD



OK.  You know where it is?



NOLAN



No.  How do I get there?



The guard shows Nolan a map of the complex.



GUARD



(pointing to the map)
We’re here.  You want to park here, and 
here is the apartment.

NOLAN



Thanks.



Nolan drives toward the gate, which begins to open.



Nolan drives around the entire apartment complex.
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NOLAN (CONT’D)



(to himself)
Where’s the fucking garage entrance?



Nolan finally sees the entrance, drives into the garage.  He 
has to drive all the way to the roof of the garage for the 
visitor parking spots.



Nolan parks the car.  He keeps the car running and pulls open 
the vanity mirror.  Nolan brushes his hand through his hair a 
few times.  He looks at his watch.



NOLAN (CONT’D)



(to himself)
Six fifty-five.  I’m good.



Nolan looks around the inside of his car.  He grabs some 
trash from the front seat, places it into a bag, and throws 
the bag into the cargo bay.  He puts his phone in the 
console, and sticks his face in front of the air conditioning 
vent to cool off.

Finally, Nolan turns the car off and steps out.  He is 
wearing light gray, flat front pants, and brown dress 
sandals.  Nolan takes of his sunglasses and places them in 
the sunglass holder in the car.

Nolan walks toward one of the many apartment buildings.  He 
walks into the corridor and looks at the apartment number.  
The number is 748.



NOLAN (CONT’D)



(to himself)
Wrong building



Nolan walks back out of the corridor, and toward another 
building.  Once in the corridor, he reads the first apartment 
number.  It is 540.

NOLAN (CONT’D)



(to himself)
Who the fuck numbered these buildings?

Nolan walks into the corridor of another building, and reads 
the apartment number.  It is 648.



NOLAN (CONT’D)



(to himself)
Finally.



Nolan walks down the corridor, and stops at the end and peers 
down each corridor that juts to the left and right of this 
one.  
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He turns and walks down the right corridor, and down a flight 
of stairs.  At the next level, Nolan walks down the corridor, 
and takes a left when he gets to another corridor.



He finally gets to apartment 632.  He is now sweating 
profusely from his forehead.  He looks at his watch, which 
reads 7:08.

NOLAN (CONT’D)



(to himself)
Oh well.  Fashionably late, I guess.



Nolan knocks on the door.



CARLI



(from behind the door)
Get ready.

NOLAN



OK

Nolan rolls his eyes.



CARLI opens the door.  When the door is only slightly opened, 
a dog nose peaks out.  The nose is about three feet off the 
ground, and white.  The door opens all the way, and a white 
Alaskan Husky darts toward Nolan, sniffing him.  Nolan pets 
the dog.

NOLAN (CONT’D)



Hey there, big guy.

CARLI is standing there in the doorway.  She is 30 years old, 
about five feet seven inches tall, but another couple of 
inches with the heels she has on.  She has bleach-blonde, 
just-above-shoulder-length hair and a nice smile.  Carli is 
wearing a red top with spaghetti straps.  The top is tight, 
and showing a great deal of cleavage, due to the enormous 
size of her breasts.  Carli is wearing a short black skirt.  
She has nice, tan legs. 



CARLI



HER name is Princess.

NOLAN



Sorry, Princess.



Nolan looks Carli up and down.

NOLAN (CONT’D)



You must be Carli.



CARLI



Of course.
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Nolan begins to put his hand out to shake, but Carli steps 
forward and hugs him, while giving him a kiss on the cheek.



CARLI (CONT’D)



Come on in for a minute.



NOLAN



Of course.

Nolan walks through the doorway, and Carli shuts the door 
behind him.

NOLAN (CONT’D)



Sorry, I’m a few minutes late.  I had a 
little trouble finding your building once 
I parked.



CARLI



No problem.

They walk into the living room of the apartment.  It is an 
average sized apartment.  There is a kitchen to the left, a 
dining table with a couple of chairs, a coffee table straight 
ahead, and matching sofa and love seat around the coffee 
table.  The sofa and love seat are an awful plaid color.

There is a TV on, with an E! Wild On Special showing.



CARLI (CONT’D)



Have a seat.



NOLAN



Great place.



Carli sits down on the couch.  Nolan contemplates where to 
sit for a second.  He looks at the love seat, then decides to 
sit next to Carli on the couch.  



CARLI



You’re going to have to excuse the couch 
color.  Since I’m a travelling nurse, the 
apartment comes with furniture.  

NOLAN



(looking at the couch)
Its tough to argue with free furniture.

CARLI



Yeah, but its really bad.



NOLAN



So how long have you been in Houston.
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CARLI



Well, I lived here for a couple of years 
about seven or eight years ago, and I 
just moved back here as a traveling nurse 
about two months ago.

NOLAN



How long do you stay?

CARLI



(with a sly smile)



Trying to get rid of me already?



NOLAN



Not at all.  I’m just curious about the 
travelling nurse program.  Do you get to 
choose how long you stay, or do you have 
to leave when you’re needed somewhere 
else?

CARLI



I get to choose.  I’ll probably stay 
awhile.  Lucky you, huh?



Nolan’s stomach growls.  Both Nolan and Carli look down at 
Nolan’s stomach.



NOLAN



Excuse me.

CARLI



A little hungry?



NOLAN



Just a little.



CARLI



Let’s head to dinner, then.  By the way, 
where are we going?

NOLAN



Do you drink wine?



They both get off the couch.

CARLI



I love wine.



NOLAN



Cool.  We’re going to a wine tasting.

CARLI



Shouldn’t we eat first?
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NOLAN



(in a terrible British accent)
I have that taken care of, my dear Carli.  
They serve food before we start on the 
wine.  Pasta, salad, bread, and cheese.

CARLI



Sounds awesome.  I’m excited.

Carli walks over to Princess, and pats her on the head.

CARLI (CONT’D)



(in a cute-sy dog voice)



Mommy will be back soon.



NOLAN



Bye Princess.

They both walk out the door, and Carli shuts it.

INT - NIGHT - MOMENTS LATER



It is the inside of Yapa Grill.  It is a small place that 
sells prepared food to-go.  There are various shelves, 
coolers, and tables with prepared foods, cheeses, and wines 
for sale.  There is a counter in the middle with two cash 
registers.  

From inside, we see Nolan and Carli pull up.  They both step 
out of the car, laughing.  As they walk toward the double 
doors, Nolan darts in front of Carli to open the door for 
her.  He grabs the handle of one of the doors, and we see him 
say “I’ll get that.”  He pulls the door, but finds that it is 
locked.  Carli looks at the doors, and points to a sticker on 
the locked door.  We can guess the sticker says “Please Use 
Other Door.”  Nolan slaps himself in the head, and opens the 
other door.  Nolan motions for Carli to walk in, which she 
does.  As she walks in front of him, Nolan stares at her 
butt, and his eyebrows raise.

Nolan follows her in and lets the door close behind him.  
There is a short woman behind the counter, with a name tag on 
that reads “Jenna.”

JENNA is about five feet one inch tall, and a little pudgy.  
She has obviously dyed her hair jet black, has a tattoo one 
each arm, numerous ear piercings, and a nose ring.



JENNA



Welcome to Yapa.  Can I help you?



NOLAN



We’re here for the tasting.
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JENNA



Great.  We’re going to get started in 
about five minutes.  Why don’t the two of 
you just grab a seat.

NOLAN



Thanks.



Nolan and Carli walk to the back of the store.  There is a 
long table set up, with settings for ten people.  There are 
six people already sitting at the table.

JANE is a woman in her early fifties.  She is not tall or 
short.  She has shoulder-length brown hair, a pale 
complexion, and dresses as if she is very well-off 
financially.  Jane is with her friend, SARAH.



SARAH is a thin blonde woman.  She is tan, but is showing the 
signs of years of tanning with wrinkles on her skin.  Neither 
she nor Jane is wearing a wedding ring.

FRANK is an older man.  He is about 60 years old.  He has a 
full head of white hair, which is parted on one side.  He has 
large ears, and a tan that looks as if he has been on a each 
vacation.  Frank is wearing a blue Polo shirt, and white 
pants.

BETH is with Frank.  She is much younger, about 40 years old.  
She is also tanned, and wearing a yellow and floral sun 
dress.  She has bleached blonde hair, and blue eyes.



JILL and BRAD are a married couple.  Jill is about 25 years 
old, and Brad is about 30 years old.  Jill is attractive, 
with brown, shoulder length hair.  Brad is severely balding.  
They are both wearing t-shirts and shorts.



MARK is the chef and runs the wine tasting.  He is working in 
the kitchen.  Mark is about 40 years old.  He has short red 
hair, and a red goatee.  He is about five feet eight inches 
tall, and not in good or bad shape.



Mark and Jenna are preparing the food.  Mark is preparing 
pasta on the stove, and Jenna is cutting bread and cheese.  
Mark grabs a large bowl, and dumps the pasta in the bowl.  
Jenna places the bread and cheese on a large serving plate.



MARK
Dinner is served everyone.  We have a 
spinach fettucini with a tomato pesto 
sauce, and this wonderful English sage 
derby cheese, along with some fresh 
swiss.  
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I think these two cheeses bring out the 
acid in the wines we’re going to taste 
tonight.  Come and get it.



Nolan looks at Carli.



NOLAN



You ready to eat?



CARLI



Sure.

Nolan and Carli get up and grab some plates.  They are behind 
Frank and Beth in the line.



Frank looks back at Nolan as he is putting some pasta on his 
plate.

FRANK



Have you been to one of these before?

NOLAN



Not here.  In California.  Napa

CARLI



I’ve never been to one before.  I’m 
really excited.



Frank is placing cheese on his plate.

FRANK



I love this cheese.  I can’t get enough.  
It really does bring out the flavor of 
the red wines.



CARLI



I don’t really like much cheese, 
especially when its green.



NOLAN



You want to try some?  Its really good.  
Not too strong.



CARLI



I don’t think I could bring myself to try 
green cheese.

FRANK



It really helps the wine.



CARLI



Maybe later.





9.
CONTINUED: (3)

(CONTINUED)

NOLAN



Maybe after a few rounds of tasting.



They sit down and begin eating.  Nolan has a full plate of 
food - pasta, cheese, and bread.  Carli has a little pasta, 
two small cubes of cheese, and no bread.

NOLAN (CONT’D)



Are you sure you don’t want some more 
food?  We are tasting eight glasses of 
wine.

CARLI



Too many carbs.  I’m trying to watch lose  
about ten pounds.



NOLAN



(without looking up from his 
plate)

You don’t need to lose any weight.



CARLI



(rolling her eyes)



Nice programmed response.



NOLAN



Thank you.  Its like an instinct, but I 
mean it with you.  You look great.  And 
you might want some bread in you.  Eight 
glasses of wine is alot.



CARLI



Can I steal some of your bread?

Carli reaches onto Nolan’s plate and grabs a piece of bread.  
Nolan grabs her hand.



NOLAN



That’ll cost you.



They look at each other.  Carli drops the bread.

CARLI



Fine.  I’ll get my own.



NOLAN



I was just kidding.  Here you go.



Nolan puts the bread on Carli’s plate.

CARLI



Thank you.
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NOLAN



You’re welcome.



Mark comes out from behind the kitchen counter.  He is 
wearing a chef shirt, with his name embroidered on it.  He is 
holding a stack of folders.  He passes the folders to Nolan, 
who is sitting in the first seat closest to Mark.

MARK
(to Nolan)



Could you pass these around please?



NOLAN



Certainly.

Nolan takes two folders, and passes the rest to Carli, who 
hands them to Brad, who is sitting to her right.

MARK
OK, in the folders I just passed out is 
your ranking sheet, a little about the 
wines you are going to be tasting, and 
some information about Yapa.  Now, who 
has never been here to do a tasting with 
us before?

Nolan and Carli are the only ones to raise their hands.

MARK (CONT’D)
Only you two.  Good.  Welcome.

NOLAN



(to Carli)



Looks like we’re popping our grapes.



Carli looks at Nolan with a quizzical look.



CARLI



What do you mean?



NOLAN



You know, like popping our cherries, but 
its with grapes, because its wine.



CARLI



(without even smiling)
Oh.



NOLAN



Bad joke.



Mark takes the ranking sheet out of his folder.
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MARK
You all have two ranking sheets.  Four 
wines on each.  We are rating or 
commenting on the color, nose, taste, and 
after-taste of each wine.  We’re going to 
be tasting California reds tonight.  Now, 
you two that are doing this for the first 
time, do you know how to test the nose of 
the wine?



CARLI



I guess we smell it?

MARK
Something like that.  What you’ll want to 
do, is swirl the wine around in the 
glass.  The wine will slide back down, 
but the sugars and some of the alcohol 
will stay on the sides of the glass.  
Then you just want to put your nose over 
the glass, so you can really smell the 
wine.

Mark demonstrates by swirling, and then sticking his face 
over the glass.

MARK (CONT’D)
This is called the nose of the wine.  
Most of the wines we taste tonight are 
going to have what we call big noses.  
They are going to have strong smells.  
Alot of berries, some oak, and some other 
smells you’ll get, and you’ll just write 
them down.  Then you’ll write down what 
you think of the taste and after-taste, 
and then score the wine on a scale of one 
to five, with five being the best.  After 
we’re all done, I’ll tell you how much 
each bottle costs.  The point is that a 
forty dollar bottle of wine isn’t always 
better than a fifteen dollar bottle.  It 
depends on your taste.

Mark starts to open the first bottle of wine with a 
corkscrew.

MARK (CONT’D)
This first wine is a Pinot Noir.  Its by 
Robert Mondavi.  Its from the nineteen-
ninety-eight vintage.

Everyone at the table begins writing the name and year of the 
wine on their scoresheets.
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Mark walks over to Nolan and pours half a glass of wine in 
Nolan’s glass.  Mark then moves on to Carli and begins to 
pour into her glass.  Nolan lifts his glass to his nose as he 
swirls.



MARK (CONT’D)
What do you smell?



NOLAN



Grapes.



Everyone at the table giggles.

MARK
Obviously grapes, but what else?



Nolan swirls again as Carli lifts her glass to her nose and 
swirls.  They both stick their nose over their glasses as 
Mark begins to pour into Brad’s glass.

CARLI



Are there cherries?

MARK
Yes, you might smell some cherries.  
Anything else?



Mark has now poured for everyone after opening another 
bottle.



FRANK



Do I smell some oak?

MARK
Yes, there is definitely an oaky nose to 
this one.  But overall this wine doesn’t 
have a very big nose to it at all.  Now 
everyone take a taste.

Everyone takes a sip of the wine at the same time.  Nolan 
raises his eyebrows and nods his head in approval.



MARK (CONT’D)
What do we think?



BETH
It doesn’t taste like it smells.  Too 
tannic.



FRANK



A little acidic.
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MARK
I agree.  Is there an aftertaste anyone 
gets from this one?

JILL
An acidic, alcohol aftertaste.

MARK
Yes, that’s what I get too.



Everyone is sipping and writing.  



MARK (CONT’D)
So how would we grade this wine?



Nolan finishes writing and looks over at Carli’s sheet.  
Nolan’s sheet shows a smell of grapes, a taste of alcohol, 
and an aftertaste of alcohol.  He has graded the wine a 4.

Carli’s sheet shows a smell of cherries and oak, a taste of 
tannic, and an aftertaste of alcohol.  She has graded the 
wine a 2.



NOLAN



(to Carli)



What’d you think?



CARLI



Not very good.  I’ve had better.



NOLAN



I agree.  A little acidic and tannic



Nolan immediately scratches out his 4 and makes it a 2.  He 
then adds “oak” to the smell, and “tannic” to the taste.

Frank, Beth, and Jill all pour their remaining wine into 
their bucket.  They then pour a little water into their 
glasses, swish them around, and dump the water into the 
bucket.



FRANK



I really didn’t like that one.

BETH
Me neither.

MARK
OK.  That’s why we taste.  I think you’ll 
like this one a little better.

Mark pulls out two more bottles of the same wine.
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Nolan grabs the pitcher and pours water into his glass and 
Carli’s.  He swirls them both, and pours the water into the 
bucket.



Mark opens both bottles of wine, and pours into Nolan’s glass 
first again.  Nolan starts swirling the glass as Mark pours 
into Carli’s glass.  Nolan smells his wine.  He looks up and 
the entire group is looking at him.



NOLAN



I don’t want to ruin it for all of you.

Jane and Sarah smile at him as if to say “thank you.”



Carli smells her glass.

Frank, Beth, Jill, and Brad do the same as Mark finishes 
pouring for Jane and Sarah, and then pours a glass for 
himself.



CARLI



I think I get cherries again.

MARK
You might get cherries in this one.



NOLAN



Do I get some oak again?



Mark looks at Nolan quizzically, and smells the wine again.  
Everyone in the class then smells their wine again.



MARK
I don’t get any oak.

FRANK



Me neither.

JANE
I think I get some plum.



FRANK



And I get some barnyard.



MARK
I get both of those.

Nolan furrows his brow in confusion.



CARLI



I do get some barnyard.
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Nolan shakes his head, and drinks the glass of wine in one 
gulp.

INT - NIGHT - MOMENTS LATER



Mark pours wine into Nolan’s glass.



MARK
Here’s wine number five.



Nolan swirls the glass while making swooshing noises.  He is 
clearly drunk.

Mark pours into Carli’s glass.  Carli is staring at Nolan 
while he’s swirling.

NOLAN



I’m betting on oak.  Any takers?



Mark continues pouring into everyone’s glasses around the 
table.

MARK
This one might have some oak.

NOLAN



Come on, man.  You messed up the game.  
OK.  How about cherries?  Three to one we 
smell cherries.  Who’s in?



Nolan points to Frank.



NOLAN (CONT’D)



You look like a betting man, Frankie.  
You in for five bucks.

FRANK



I don’t think so.



Jill and Brad laugh.  



NOLAN



Brad.  Five bucks on cherry.

Brad reaches over and shakes Nolan’s hand.



BRAD
Three to one.

Mark is finished pouring for everyone.  Everyone swirls their 
glasses.  They then smell the wine.
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BRAD (CONT’D)
I smell cherries.  Fifteen bucks.



NOLAN



You can’t do that.  You need a majority.

FRANK



I don’t think I smell cherries.

NOLAN



There we go.



JANE
I smell oak.



NOLAN



We knew about the oak thanks to Mark.
Any cherries, though.

JANE
I don’t think so.



CARLI



I don’t smell cherries.



BRAD
Hey, her vote doesn’t count.  She’s with 
you.



NOLAN



Fine.  Jill’s doesn’t count either.



SARAH



I don’t get any cherries.  Plum again.

NOLAN



I think that’s a majority.  You owe me 
five, my man.

BRAD
You got me.  You have to give me another 
chance on the next one.



NOLAN



Done.  Cherries again?

BRAD
Yeah.

Nolan downs the whole glass in one gulp again.
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INT - NIGHT - MOMENTS LATER



The camera is close in on Nolan’s face.  He is obviously 
swirling and smelling hie wine glass.  He closes his eyes as 
he smells.  Nolan opens his eyes.



NOLAN



Oak!  Some cherries also.



Nolan looks up to see everyone in the room, including Mark 
and Jenna staring at him.  He looks down.  There is nothing 
but water in his glass.

BRAD
Damn!  That’s another five.



Brad is obviously drunk also.  He slaps a five dollar bill in 
front of Nolan.  Jill slaps Brad in the shoulder

JILL
That was water, you idiot.



NOLAN



A bet’s a bet.



BRAD
The man is right.



Carli shakes her head as if embarrassed.  She also giggles a 
little.



Mark shakes his head, rolls his eyes, and picks up two more 
bottles of wine.  He begins opening one of them.

MARK
Here is our last bottle.



NOLAN



Damn!

MARK
Yes, I’m sorry.



Mark pours into Nolan’s glass.  Nolan gulps down the entire 
glass and slams the glass down.  Mark pours wine into Carli’s 
glass.  Carli again shakes her head, giggles, and takes a sip 
of her wine.



Mark goes on to pour for the rest of the table.  Everyone at 
the table is swirling and smelling their glasses of wine.

MARK (CONT’D)
What kind of nose do we get on this one?
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NOLAN



Zoo!



MARK
Zoo?



NOLAN



Yeah.  You know.  Frank’s favorite.  Zoo.



MARK
You mean barnyard?



NOLAN



Like elephant shit.  There aren’t any 
elephants in a barnyard.  So, zoo.



MARK
You didn’t even smell this one.

Mark is obviously frustrated.  Carli is still giggling.

NOLAN



Well then, fill me up so I can smell it.

CARLI



Smell mine.

Carli places her glass in front of Nolan.  Nolan sniffs hard.



BRAD
Wait.  I think I had my money on elephant 
shit.

NOLAN



Did you?



JILL
Brad, watch your language.



BRAD
I’m trying to win us some money.



NOLAN



Let me check the books.



Nolan looks down at his scoresheet.  The camera shows the 
sheet.  For the first three wines, Nolan has written grades 
and comments for the wine.  For the remainder of the wines, 
he has written odds and smells, and how much he has won and 
lost.

He looks next to the last wine and finds Brad’s name.  Next 
to Brad’s name is written “$10 - 2-1 - Elephant shit.”
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Nolan looks up and shakes his head.



NOLAN (CONT’D)



Looks like you’re right, my man.  
Elephant shit it is.  Twenty bucks to 
Brad.

FRANK



I don’t smell elephant shit.

NOLAN



Don’t you mean barnyard, Frankie?



FRANK



I don’t smell barnyard.



NOLAN



That’s a toughie.  I’m gonna give it to 
you, Brad.  Only because Frank is 
obviously senile.



MARK
I give up.

Mark takes a swig of wine from the bottle.



NOLAN



There you go.  Here’s to you Mark.



Nolan raises his empty glass.

NOLAN (CONT’D)



To Mark.



Carli raises her glass.  Brad and Frank follow.

Nolan leans over to Carli.



NOLAN (CONT’D)



You ready to get out of here.

CARLI



Sure.  Let’s go.



Nolan gets up, and helps Carli get up.  She stands up, grabs 
her purse, collects their papers, and takes Nolan’s arm.  
They walk together toward the door.



As they get to the door, Nolan turns back toward the rest of 
the people in the room.
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NOLAN



We’ll be back next week, Mark.  What kind 
of wines are next week?



MARK
Australian.

NOLAN



Well, until next week then, g’day mate.

Nolan opens the door for Carli, and they leave.

INT - LATER - INSIDE OF CARLI’S APARTMENT



The door opens and Carli and Nolan walk in.



CARLI



I can’t believe how well you drove.  I 
was a little worried after the way you 
acted at the tasting.

NOLAN



Well, I had to concentrate a little 
harder than usual.  I had precious cargo 
in the car.

CARLI



So I’m precious.



NOLAN



I think so.

Carli shuts the front door.  She quickly leans in toward 
Nolan and kisses him, knocking him against the wall.  After a 
few seconds he breaks the kiss.  Princess is standing at 
their feet.

NOLAN (CONT’D)



I think she still likes me.



CARLI



I think we both do.

NOLAN



I hope I can pull of that safe driving 
thing again on my way home.



CARLI



Maybe you better wait until you sober up, 
just to be safe.



NOLAN



That would probably be best.
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CARLI



I think a shower would probably help both 
of us sober up.



NOLAN



It always helps me.

Carli grabs Nolan’s hand and leads him into the bathroom.  
The door shuts.  The door then reopens.  Nolan sticks his 
head out.  He looks into the camera, and raises his eyebrows.  
He then shuts the door again.

FADE OUT



 






